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    I am reading a book by Michael Slaughter, a 

Methodist pastor at Ginghams burg, Ohio, entitled 

Change the World.  At the bottom of the cover it 

says ñRethink Churchò.  The author believes that 

the present model that we use to ñGrow the 

Churchò is not working, because main line 

denomination churches are losing members.  He says that  churches have been using 

ñattritional evangelismò to bring in members  and then they are given the Jesus they have 

invented not the Jesus who is.  Slaughter says we do not need to try and bring more members 

into our church, but we should activate the members we have to follow Jesusô teachings.  He 

believes that churches should utilize ñfissional evangelismò in order to grow.  In other words if 

a church truly strives to evangelize by being the hands and feet of Jesus, then the church will 

not only gain new members but will also retain its original members.   

 Over the summer eighteen people from 

FUMC Allen took their yearly trip to the House of 

Hope and put this thought into action in the truest 

and most selfless way.  We had a group of ten 

people that stayed one week, and a group of eight 

that stayed two weeks, serving the full house of 

children.  The group took over for the employees, 

(who took their vacations while we were there to 

take care of things), and assisted in dental treatment. In 

addition each volunteer was given a small group of 

children and asked to spend 30 minutes twice a day 

going over addition and multiplication facts.  There was 

also a teachers strike going on at the time, so a few 

members of the group filled in teaching in the School of 

Hope.    
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Update  
 
    The contents of a container shipment arrived in Puerto Lempira on July 
3rd.  Katrina said it felt like Christmas in July.  She also wanted to thank 
everyone who donated items and money to help send the much needed 
items.   
       The latest container arrived November 29 and contained school 
supplies , food, medical and dental supplies, and many other items.  There 
were also construction materials needed to increase the size of the guest 
house.   
        Habitat for Humanity did a study to evaluate the possibility of building 
houses in Puerto Lempira.  The Dallas Habitat has agreed to partner with 
Honduras Habitat and has sent them $60,000 
and pledged $40,000 more.  They plan to start 
building in January 2011. 
    The habitat groups plan on staying in  the 
guest house at the House of Hope.  We 
currently have 16 beds and construction has 
begun to add 2 more bedrooms with 16 more 
beds to be able to have larger groups. 

Travel Grant  
 

    One of the biggest differences that I see between life on the Miskito 
Coast of Honduras and life in the United States is access to medical care.  
If children in the US are born with a repairable birth defect, they are going 
to receive the needed medical treatment.  In La Mosquito, the average 
parent can not afford to buy an air plane ticket to fly to the capital to get 
treatment for their child. 
    A grant from Rotary International made it possible to pay for  these 
children to have medical treatment over the past three years.  However, 
the grant has been depleted.  When I was last in Honduras, three babies 

(two hydrocephalic and one with facial 
deformities) needed to travel for treatment.  
Mabank UMC agreed to pay the expenses for the 
first facial surgery in October.  Several of the 
teenage girls who were part of  the Allen UMC 
group, raised the $500 needed  for one of the 
hydrocephalic babies to travel for treatment.  We 
hope that another Rotary  Grant can be obtained 
soon. 
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UPCOMING GROUP TRIPS 

2011 
 
 

Jan 2 -9  Alabama  

Jan 12ñ22 North Carolina  

Jan 14ñ22 Mabank  & Allen  

Feb 4ñ12 South Dakota  

March 12ñ19 McKinney 

May 20ñ27 Maumelle  

June 10ñ25 North Texas  

June 18ñ25 Habitat  

June  25ñJuly 8 Allen  

NEEDS: 

 

CLOTH DIAPERS 

DIAPER PINS  

CHILDRENS UNDERWEAR  

DEODORANT 

KOTEX 

SOAP 

SHAMPOO 

BRAS- ALL SIZES  

SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS  

BACKPACKS 

PEANUT BUTTER 

JELLY 

PLASTIC DISHES  

TABLEWEAR 

KITCHEN ITEMS  

As we approach the end of 

another year, we would like to 

thank all of our contributors 

and volunteers who have done 

so much for the children of 

Honduras. 
 

Remember to search the web, 

use www.goodsearch.com or 

shop through Good Shop 

through Good Search for 

purchasing items from many 

companies.  We get a donation 

for every search and purchase!  

Just select Send Hope Allen, 

Texas as the charity.  
 

Also, look us up on Facebook 

under Causes and become a Fan!  

I would like to thank the Allen 

FUMC youth who took on this 

project to help get our name 

out to more and more people!  

Our website www.send-hope.org 

now has several videos about 

our work in Honduras.  

 
 

 

I hope that everyone has a 

wonderful Christmas and a 

Joyous New Year, as we 

remember The Reason for the 

Season!  ~Tom Brian 


